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Juanita Castro, Anti-Communist op-
ponent of her Communist brother 
Fidel, speaks out at rally at the 
Tokyo Convention of the World 
Anti-Communist League held at 
Nippon Budokan Hall. Japan, 1970. 
In 1966, following the Tricontinental 
Congress which proceeded without 
Ben Barka, a counterfront, the 
World Anti-Communist League 
(WACL), was chartered in Seoul, 
South Korea by hardline reactionar -
ies from the world over.

Ordine Nuovo was founded by in-
dustrialist Pino Rauti.  "It had been 
strengthened by numerous training 
courses run by o!cers of the Italian 
and Greek armies.  It also received 
"nancial assistance from the CIA and 
Belgian neo-nazis." (Time Out, 
7/4/70)
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1986, Paul Vanden Boeynants (left) 
and  Baron de Bonvoisin (right), the 
two pillars of fascist subversion in 
Belgium in the 1970s and 1980s. 
Both have been accused of child 
abuse, -torture and -murder. Vanden 
Boeynants was prime minister of Bel-
gium from 1966 to 1968 . From 1972 
to 1978, he was defense minister of 
Belgium. In 1969, Vanden Boeynants 
set up Cercle des Nations. a private, 
aristocratic club, which started out 
with about 80 members who gener-
ally were royalist, staunchly anti-
communist, pro-Nato, pro-European 
integration and highly fascist. The 
Cercle des Nations has been tied to 
organized crime and more than a 
few of its most prominent members 
have been accused of child abuse 
and child murder. (source : 
http://www.isgp.eu/)
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refugee liberation groups, and support of in-
digenous anti-communist elements in threat-
ened countries of the free world.” The direc-
tives of NSC 10/2 thus also covered the setting 
up of secret anti- Communist Gladio armies in 
Western Europe but explicitly excluded con-
ventional warfare as well as intelligence and 
counter-intelligence operations: “Such opera-
tions shall not include armed con!ict by 
recognised military forces, espionage, counter 
espionage, and covert and déception for mili-
tary operations.”

Operating in all of NATO and even in some neutral countries or in Spain 
before its 1982 adhesion to NATO, the Stay-behind network was "rst coor-
dinated by the Clandestine Committee of the Western Union (CCWU), 
founded in 1948. After the creation of NATO in 1949, the CCWU was inte-
grated into the , founded in 
1951 and overseen by the SHAPE (Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers 
Europe), transferred to Belgium after France’s o#cial retreat from NATO — 
which was not followed by the dissolution of the French stay-behind 
paramilitary movements.
There was a division of labour between the British and the US, with Britain 
taking responsibility for the operation in France, Belgium, Holland, Portu-
gal and Norway and the Americans looking after Sweden, Finland and the 
rest of Europe (Searchlight, January 1991). 

Next to Great Britain’s secret services, U.S. 
secret services played a leading role in setting 
up the anti-communist stay-behind armies in 
Western Europe after World War Two. The divi-
sion of work and competition for in!uence 
among the two followed the pattern of the 
declining empire and the emerging super-
power: Great Britain was leading in experience 
and training while the United States was 
dominant when it came to providing material 
and funding. As co-operation in secret military 
warfare between London and Washington in-
tensi"ed in September 1942, 

a written agreement was reached between 
the British Chiefs of Sta$ and the US Joint 
Chiefs of Sta$. The two principles agreed 
upon were: “a) Close collaboration between 
the two Head O!ces, through liaison o!cers 
in London and Washington. b) The division of 
the World into the British and American areas, 
in which ultimate control would rest with the 
British and American authorities respectively.”
After President Roosevelt’s death and the clos-
ing down of the OSS at the end of World War 
Two, US secret warfare intensi"ed under 

President Harry Truman. In July 1947, the “
” was passed. This act cre-

ated both the US foreign secret service 
 (CIA) and the 

. (…) The Na-
tional Security Act provided a “legal” basis for 
US covert action and undeclared secret war-
fare against other countries by giving the CIA 
the duty to “perform such other functions and 
duties related to intelligence a"ecting the na-
tional security as the National Security Council 
may from time to time direct.” On 18 June 
1948, the NSC passed directive ten-slash-two 
(NSC 10/2), which authorised
 

the CIA to carry out covert action operations 
in all countries of the world. NSC 10/2 further 
created a covert action branch within the CIA, 
the “O#ce of Special Projects” which was soon 
renamed to the less revealing “O#ce of Policy 
Coordination” (OPC). 
Speci"cally covert action operations accord-
ing to NSC 10/2 “shall include any covert ac-
tivities related to: propaganda; economic war-
fare; preventive direct action, including sabo-
tage, anti-sabotage, demolition, and evacua-
tion measures; subversion against hostile 
states, including assistance to underground 
resistance movements, guerrillas and 

Secret operations behind enemy lines on 
enemy-held territory reached an unprec-
edented level when the British Prime Minister, 
Winston Churchill, in the summer of 1940 by 
decree created a new British secret army 
called “Special Operations Executive” (SOE). 
SOE’s task was to “set Europe ablaze by assist-
ing resistance movements and carrying out 
subversive operations in enemy-held terri-
tory.” SOE was placed under the command of 
the Labour Minister of Economic Warfare 
Hugh Dalton. Dalton, vividly interested in 
secret warfare, was well suited to the task. 

“We have to organise movements in enemy-
occupied territory comparable to the Sinn 
Fein movement in Ireland, to the Chinese 
Guerrillas now operating against Japan, to the 
Spanish Irregulars who played a notable part 
in Wellington's campaign or – one might as 
well admit it – to the organisations which the 
Nazis themselves have developed so remark-
ably in almost every country in the world”. 
Sir Steward Menzies, director of the British for-
eign secret service MI6 from 1939 to 1952, 
was convinced that above all due to the 
strength of the Communist parties in many 

countries of Western Europe, an instrument to 
in!uence internal politics was of great value 
also after the end of World War Two. After the 
war, on 4 October 1945, a network based on 
the SOE experience was setted up to in!uence 
internal politics parties in many countries of 
Western Europe against communist in!u-
ences 
(Cf. Daniele Ganser, The Secret Side of Interna-
tional Relations: An approach to NATO’s stay-
behind armies in Western Europe, PSA confer-
ence in Leeds on April 7 2005)
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